Argumentative Brief Format: 
1. Proofread and submitted in Assignments
2. Length: 5 pages (5 full pages minimum plus unlimited number of pages of endnotes)
3. Spacing: double 
4. Typeface:  Times New Roman, 12 point size 
5. One inch (1") margins should be used.
6. Use proper citation 
 Content: 
1. Statement of the Issues and Facts: This is an introductory statement of the political issues involved in the debate. It tells the reader precisely what issues the student is addressing. These statements should be phrased to help one argue FOR a particular conclusion rather than simply against the other side. These statements are very short, generally no more than 2-3 sentence per issue, and are generally placed just before the Statement of the Facts.The Statement of the Facts presents the facts from the student’s point of view. The student must explain the situation in a way that helps their argument. This is a very important part of the brief that sets the stage for the argument, and should be presented both to help the reader understand the issues and show the side the student is presenting in the best possible light. But, the student cannot use facts that are without empirical evidence. The student must cite the sources for these facts when not utilizing personal experience. All sources should be cited in Endnotes only.
2. Argument: This is the core of the brief. Students may find the argument to be somewhat like writing a persuasive essay with lots of research references. It presents support for the issues presented earlier. Solid research, including case citation, treaties, customs, scholarly legal writings, should be used to back every part of the argument. Arguments must be well-organized and convincing; students will be graded for this portion based on the quality and substance of what is said and the utilization of sources. This should be the longest part of your paper, roughly 3 pages long. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Conclusion: This is where the student summarizes his or her argument and specifically states the result desired. This should not be longer than 1-2 paragraphs. Some broad topics include: deep sea fishing, rights of aliens, humanitarian aid, international violence, war crimes, rules of engagement, genocide, trade, drug trafficking, piracy, intellectual property rights, environmental issues (spills, air pollution, water pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation), and countless others.
